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Jonathon E. Monken is senior director, System Resiliency and Strategic Coordination in the ITS
Division of PJM Interconnection.
In this capacity, Mr. Monken works to build
enterprise-level resilience in the areas of
business continuity, physical and cyber security,
risk management, operations and planning.
Mr. Monken served as vice president, U.S.
Operations for the Electric Infrastructure Security
Council. In this role he worked with government
and industry officials to develop best practices
and capabilities to improve the resilience of life
support infrastructure systems to widespread,
long-duration power outages, known as “Black
Sky” events.
Mr. Monken also served as director of the Illinois
Emergency Management Agency from February
of 2011 to January of 2015 where he oversaw
Illinois’ disaster preparedness and response,
nuclear safety and homeland security programs,
as well as the agency’s 225+ employees and a
budget of more than $425 million. In this
capacity, he served as the Illinois Homeland
Security Advisor to the Governor. At IEMA, Mr.
Monken directed the response and recovery
effort to a wide variety of disasters including
flooding, blizzards and tornadoes.
Prior to becoming IEMA director, Mr. Monken
served for two years as Acting Director of the
Illinois State Police, an agency with a staff of
3,400 sworn and civilian personnel and an
annual budget of approximately $428 million.

Mr. Monken also possesses a distinguished
military career having served as an armor
officer for one tour of duty in Kosovo and two
combat tours in Iraq between January 2003
and December 2006. While serving with the
United States Army, Major Monken was
awarded the Bronze Star Medal and the Army
Commendation Medal with “V” Device for valor
in combat. He is currently serving in the Army
Reserves
supporting
the
National
Cybersecurity and Communications Integration
Center at the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security.
Monken earned a Bachelor of Science Degree
from the United States Military Academy at
West Point, and holds a Masters in Business
Administration from Northwestern University's
Kellogg School of Management.
PJM Interconnection, founded in 1927, ensures
the reliability of the high-voltage electric power
system serving 65 million people in all or parts
of Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky,
Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey, North
Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee,
Virginia, West Virginia and the District of
Columbia. PJM coordinates and directs the
operation of the region’s transmission grid,
which includes over 82,000 miles of
transmission lines; administers a competitive
wholesale electricity market; and plans regional
transmission expansion improvements to
maintain grid reliability and relieve congestion.
PJM’s regional grid and market operations
produce annual savings of $2.8 billion to $3.1
billion. For the latest news about PJM, visit
PJM Inside Lines at insidelines.pjm.com.

